BUILDING   UP   AN   ARMY

The enemy offensive, begun on March gth and carried out with
enormous quantities of war material on a front 135 miles wide
and in places 62-68 miles deep, was over.

The new front extended in a southerly direction from a point
fifteen miles west of Andorra, on the Pyrenean French-Spanish
frontier, to Camarasa on the Segre, followed this river to its
confluence with the Ebro, and then followed the Ebro to its mouth.
In Balaguer the enemy held a strong bridge-head on the left bank
of the Segre, and another at Ser6s on the lower reaches of the
Segre, east of Fraga. From Maquinenza, where the Segre flows
into the Ebro, to Amposta on the Mediterranean, the two armies
faced each other across the latter river.

The rebel advance towards the Mediterranean was one of the
hardest blows of the whole war. Communications were cut with
the Levant front and with the rest of the central-southern
territory. It was impossible to transport troops and material from
one zone to another, except by air and sea. The former route
could only be used for the conveyance of officers and a small
quantity of essential material. Owing to the lack of convoy ships,
sea transport was very difficult, and the Government vessels were
at the mercy of the rebel fleet, actively assisted by the Italian and
German units which for eighteen months had been carrying out
espionage and piracy in Spanish waters.

On the Levant front, therefore, the enemy gained both the
initiative and an opportunity to carry out operations on inner
lines. The rebel position, however, was by no means an ideal
one. Between the Mediterranean and the main body of their
troops was a stretch of difficult territory, with few roads, most of
which were impassable. Only the Vinaroz-Chert road, on
which the two northern and southern routes converge, was fit
for transport, and even that could be used for little more than
peace-time traffic.

We had to face the fact, therefore, that the enemy, realising
their difficult and dangerous position, would not remain inactive
for long, and would attempt at all costs to break through our lines
in an effort to improve their communications. On the north it
would be difficult for them. The well-fortified Republican
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